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DOB:
Dear Mr./Ms. X:





MRN:
This letter is in follow-up to our telephone conversation on [DATE] regarding the results of some additional testing that was performed on your colon tumor following your recent surgery.  The Karmanos Cancer Institute (KCI) has added a new test for all colon and rectal cancers. This test is called IHC (immunohistochemistry).  IHC tells your doctor if you may have a hereditary form of colon cancer known as Lynch syndrome or hereditary nonpolyposis colorectal cancer (HNPCC). Hereditary cancers are those that run in families. People who have Lynch syndrome have a high chance of having more than one cancer in their lifetime. Their close relatives may have Lynch syndrome too and may have an increased risk for colon, uterine, stomach, and ovarian cancers.  Therefore, identifying these individuals is critical so that the proper screening and surveillance measures can be implemented.   

This IHC tests for four proteins in the tumor. A protein is a substance made from genes that helps your body work the right way. These proteins are present in normal colon cells. They may be absent in colon cancer cells. The IHC test will look for these proteins:

· MLH1

· PMS2

· MSH2

· MSH6 

Dr. [Steffes/Weaver/Kim] asked us to call you because one or more of the proteins is absent in your tumor. This result occurs about 20 percent of the time (2 out of every 10 tests), and means that you may have Lynch syndrome. 

Choose A, B, C, or D:

A.

As we discussed, your tumor was missing the MLH1 and PMS2 proteins.   This result will occur 15 percent of the time.  Most people (4 out of 5) with absent MLH1 and PMS2 do not have Lynch syndrome; however, 20 percent of the time (1 out of 5) people will have Lynch syndrome. It is important to note that these results do not necessarily distinguish between inherited (Lynch syndrome) or not inherited (sporadic) changes.  Therefore, additional testing would be necessary to distinguish between these two possibilities, as you may be at an increased risk for having Lynch syndrome.  A genetic consultation may be of benefit to further discuss the implications of these results.  Select one of the following: (1) At the conclusion of our conversation, you opted to schedule an appointment with us in the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service.  Your appointment is scheduled for [DATE] at [TIME].  You will receive a separate packet of information regarding this appointment, including a family history questionnaire, in the mail.  If you need to cancel or reschedule this appointment, please contact us at (313) 576-8748.  (2)  If you would like to learn more and consider additional testing, please contact the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service at (313) 576-8748 to schedule an appointment.

B.

As we discussed, your tumor was missing the MSH2 and MSH6 proteins. These results occur less than 5 percent of the time.  Most people with these results have Lynch syndrome. As a result, I strongly recommended that you consider having a clinical cancer genetics consultation.  There is more testing available to help clarify your result and cancer risks for you and your family.  Select one of the following: (1) At the conclusion of our conversation, you opted to schedule an appointment with us in the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service.  Your appointment is scheduled for [DATE] at [TIME].  You will receive a separate packet of information regarding this appointment, including a family history questionnaire, in the mail.  If you need to cancel or reschedule this appointment, please contact us at (313) 576-8748.  (2)  If you would like to learn more and consider additional testing, please contact the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service at (313) 576-8748 to schedule an appointment.

C.

As we discussed, your tumor was missing the MSH6 protein only. These results occur less than 5 percent of the time.  Most people with these results have Lynch syndrome.  As a result, I strongly recommended that you consider having a clinical cancer genetics consultation.  There is more testing available to help clarify your result and cancer risks for you and your family.  Select one of the following: (1) At the conclusion of our conversation, you opted to schedule an appointment with us in the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service.  Your appointment is scheduled for [DATE] at [TIME].  You will receive a separate packet of information regarding this appointment, including a family history questionnaire, in the mail.  If you need to cancel or reschedule this appointment, please contact us at (313) 576-8748.  (2)  If you would like to learn more and consider additional testing, please contact the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service at (313) 576-8748 to schedule an appointment.

D. 

As we discussed, your tumor was missing the PMS2 protein only. These results occur less than 5 percent of the time.  Most people with these results have Lynch syndrome.  As a result, I strongly recommended that you consider having a clinical cancer genetics consultation.  There is more testing available to help clarify your result and cancer risks for you and your family.  Select one of the following: (1) At the conclusion of our conversation, you opted to schedule an appointment with us in the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service.  Your appointment is scheduled for [DATE] at [TIME].  You will receive a separate packet of information regarding this appointment, including a family history questionnaire, in the mail.  If you need to cancel or reschedule this appointment, please contact us at (313) 576-8748.  (2)  If you would like to learn more and consider additional testing, please contact the Cancer Genetic Counseling Service at (313) 576-8748 to schedule an appointment.

Sincerely,

Nancie Petrucelli, MS

Certified Genetic Counselor
Jennifer Barrick, MS

Certified Genetic Counselor
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